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Dear Chairwoman Granger and Ranking Member DeLauro,

I am requesting funding for the Development of Community Enterprise Center and Facility
Upgrades Project in Fiscal Year 2024. The entity receive funding for this project is the Urban
League of Essex County, located at 508 Central Avenue, Newark, NJ, 07107. This project will
support upgrades to the Urban League facilities to improve safety, improve accessibility. The
mission of the CEC will be to assist Black and other BIPOC entrepreneurs in growing their
businesses. Alllevels of strivers across Essex County will be served, from “craft to cash” and
home-based to mobile micro and small businesses, the CEC will focus on educating, incubating,
accelerating, and networking for Black and other BIPOC entrepreneurs. This is an appropriate
use of taxpayer funds because it will offer a place-based system of entrepreneurial supports
including loans, grants, technical assistance, networking, access to quality internet and
technology, co-working space, and a rentable commercial kitchen. The Urban League facilities
are not handicap accessible entry, sidewalks are cracked and uneven increasing the risks to the
seniors who participate in our programs. To make the facility ADA complaint it requires
knocking out the building frontage to enlarge the doorways and install ramps. We are requesting
funds to comply with ADA requirements.

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes authorized by 42
U.S.C. 5305(a)(2).

| certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate

family.



Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress



